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b “ FOREWORD. . e
This publication reports fiscal yealr 1977-1978 program and plans for the National Center for*Education - . e

Statistics (NCES). NCES collects data which portray the condition of education in the United States and abroad, . :

analyzegand reports the meaning of such data, and assists State and local education agencies in devising®and’

L supporting standardized statistical systems. NCES also reviews the data-collection activities in the Education
Division to redyce respondent burden by elinunating excessive detail and redundaqcy._
- . [} . - ’

The report follows thus pattern: (a) a section entitled *“NCES Policies, Procedures, and Processes” summanzes

. NCES' response to s legislative mission and special mandates and (b) twe sections déscribe the NCES program in

terms of statistical services and edqmtion statistics  Statistical services e&ompa&s three major service-oriented
programs assistance to State, logal, and,other agencies and institutions, special analyses of primary data, and the -
Center’s two major’dissermination systems. Education statistics inctude data collected from surveys of'pamcipants
1n education activities and from institutions and State and local education agencies,

L . , N
It 15 our hope that this report will

Natlonal Center for Education Statistics. .

. B
[
>

.
P

give the reader a clear perception of the structure and functions of the
. »

. »
Marne D. Eldndge c
Admimstrator, National Center -»
for Education Statistics '
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The National Center for Education Statistics
(NCESY 15 a statistical agency with the Education
Diwvision of the US Departm of Health,
Education, and Welfare. NCES 1s one of five general
purpose statistical agencxes within the Federal statis-
tical system charged with providing timely and
accurate data for management and decision-making
at - Federal, State, and local government leveks: as
shown in the table below. |

The Center was designated. as part of ‘the Offnce of
the Asustant Secretary - for Educatnqn by the
Education Amendments of 1974 (Public Law
93-380), which added Section 406 to Part A of the
General Education Provisions Act The amendment
expanded the Center's mission (o include four
principal mandates by specifying that NCES shall

t

(1) collect, and f'ron#tnme to time, report full’
and complete statistics on the condntv)n of
education in the United States,
conduct and publish reports on speciahized
analyses of the meamng and sigmficance of
such statistics, .
assist State and local educational agénaes n
improving and auwtomating their statistical
and data-collection activities, ’

>

(2)

(3)

.. INTRODUCTION

[

. The Education Amendments of 197¢ (Public Law

. 94-482) assigned NCES a fifth mandate: - *

- -, )

“(5) conduct a continumng survey ' of institutions

of higher education and local aducational agencies

“to determine the demand for, and the availabihty® *

. of,qualfied teachers and administrative persontfel,

especially 1n critical areas within education which
are developing or are likely to develop, and assess
the extent to which prog'rams administered “m the
Education Division are helping to. meét the needs
identified as a result of such continuing survey.”
»
The legislation further specified that NCES' National .
Adwvisory Council on Education, Statistics report
ahnuglly to the Congress on areas of need for quali-
fied ‘personnel and make recommendations with
respect to addressing those needs. !
The legislation also directed NCES to develop with
the Office of Education information elements and
uniform definitions for a national vocational educa-
tion data reporting .and accounting system. “This
system shall include information . . . on vocational —
students- (including informatiorr, on their race and
sex), proggams program completers and leavers, staff,
facilities, and’ expendltures The Center 1§ responsi-

(4) review ang report on educational activities ble for establishing and maintaining the information
m foqrengn countries ™ System. . \ ,
, ‘ )
. b .
Federal Statistical System .. * ,
J ’ . '
" Executive Office of the .
- ' President R
T Office of Management and Budget 3
Statisgical Policy Division . . -~
- A -
. - [ ) ¢ :
Statistical Repdrtmg Bureau of Bureau of National Center National Center
Service Labor the fordealth o for Education
(Dept of Agriculture) Statistics Census Statistics Statistics
1 ) l v

-
.
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_The™Edugation Amehdments of 4976 amended
Sectjon 406 of the Geperal Education Provisions Act
by requing coordination of . . , the collection of
tnformation and data acquisition activities of tye.

Education Division and the Office for Civil Rights” ~

to eliminate excessive detail and unnecessary or

redundant information requests. The responflibility.
Lt for '

directing the ‘review and coordination was
delegated to the Administrator of NCES. Other
,regponsxbxhties delegated to the Administrator
under this section inglude assisting the Education
DPivision and the Office for Civil Rights to prepare
the justification for -information requests; recelving
comments on the information requests from prospec-

-

\

. . - 4
‘‘tive respondent education agencies or Institutions;
preparing summaries of colfected information insofar
as practicable, and developing a common set of
definitions and terms. The Commissioner of Edu-
cation was directed to report,on the progress of these
activities in the annual report to thé Congress.

The following geport oh NCES program activities
and plans Yor fiscal years 1977 and 1978 presents first

an overview~of the polici€s, procedures, and processes

developed to implement NUES pro;ramﬁatic
responsiblities and goals. The overview is followed by
a description of the program for fiscal year 1977 and
plans for fiscal year 1978. The report concludes yith
a summary of the-everall program costs.
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. Mission and Objectives

. -
.

" primary Federal agency responsible for the collection,
processing, storage, mterpretatxon ;epomns, and dis-
semination of statisti¢s about education. NCES takes

5 leadership among FeQeral agencies for implementing

- a statistical program which enqompasses a basic core

data. The Genter reviews and assgmbles data from
\ many sources $0 report annually to the Congress on

tion to the education community.

The National Center for Education Statistics, as
the sole agency charged with producing general:
purpose education statistics, is confronted by meeting
with limited resources the needs of many actual and
prospective user groups. Therefore, the establishment -
of program priorities 1s ‘of critical importance. The
. Center concentrates its efforts on addressing 't.he

*  Congressional mandates. ! \
’ To be useful to policy makers, a statistical data
core must be predicafed upom a strong and positive
. relationship- between those-who need andrthose who
N *. provide the data. Therefore, the NCES program
focuses on establishing those statistical services ne ces-
sary. to collect compar3ble and timely education
statistics that are relevant, comprehensivg, apd useful
but not overly burdensome to those who provide the
" data.
NCES 'policies, proced ures, and processes are based
X on the folowing objectives:

- to maintain a parsimonious data-acquisition pro-

gram by collecting data not available elsewhere
E anq by utilizing existing survey systems, such as
the current population survey of the Bureau of

- the Census;

- to strengthen—the Federal, State, and local
cooperative data-acquisition system in ‘ordef™to
develop and -’ maintain cognparable basic data
cores at all levels of‘education; 7 -

«

- NCES POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND PROCESSES
-The National Cent‘er for Education Statistics is thew, !

. of comparable education data for monitoring trends,
and which provides users with gopvenient access to

*the condition of education and to provide informa- -

o

- to make acquisition, analysis, and dissemination

' more efficient and useful by, increasing technical

assistance to State.and local agenaes and mstxtu-
tions;

- - to expand capacity to analyze exxstmg data.bases
and td develop fl;e meihodological tools through
which data are transformed into information for

-policy use; and :

- to disseminate data quigkly and in a vanety of
print and non-print- modes such as computer
tapes, on-line computémterminal acegss, espe-
cially prepared tabulati
* ducts.

In addition _to the specific programmatxc efforts
developed to meet ES’ mission and objectives;
there are a vanety of auxiliary activities.
swhich are described below. »

*

P;ogram Redesign an’d‘Reorganization

. . During fiscal yéar 1976, the NCES ptbgram was
redesigned and the Center was reorganized effective
January 17/ 1977 (see appendix A). The new pro-
gram design encompasses the range of statistical
services negessary to support and enhance the formu-
lation of educational policy. It emphasizes ,both
development of comparable and #imely baseline and
trend data required for policymaking and the pro-
vition. of statistica] service§ nedessary for effective
utilization of the data. Services include improving
the capacity of 'statistical systems to =supply’ com-
parable and timely data, developm; analytwal tools
. through, which data are transfermed into-information
for pohcy use, and increasing the accessibility and
speeding the flow of information to many groups

-of users.

The NCES reo‘rgal;%ation implements the program

- design and consolidaftes related functions, utilizing
the following rationale:

1. Centralization of areas of that ¥npact
on the sanle sets of institutional record systems
ahd data sources. *

.
.

and microform pK

some, of

’
¥

w-
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. partig:ﬁlar . function involved Te.,

2. Integration of all aspects of a pohcy area
3. Complete project accountabilfty, .

4. Attention to the-Center's: mndate for analyms
5. Centrahzation of dlssefmnatron adgl\‘tleé

-

* To, carry out these pnnczpl‘es p jeets d‘f’ctmg\

" the elementary-secondary schools gre gronp?du one’

division and those 'affecting postsecondary mstrtu-\
tions in another. In multilevel areas where well-
‘defined separation is irpossible (e.g., learning
resourtes), speoial care has been taken to specify
coordination among those areas. The D:iv1sions of

* Elementary-Secondary Education and Postsecondary

Education integrate (a) data design and development
of standard definitions, (b) institutional survey’

K .“‘ Edncatron“hnpdwer

-} ‘\ The -Congressxonal mandate requires a continuing

actitties, (c) population or target group” surveys, and .

#(d) secondary ahalysis. For multilevel studres the
entire span of activity is confined within each branch.
Project accountability eliminates parallel efforts on
the same problem and clearly spells out areas of total
responsibality. The first level of responabulity is deli
mined by the scope of the effort (e.g.,elementary-
secondary, postsecondary, multilevel), and the
branches within %ach division are Based on the

systems déngn,

data acquisition®and analyéis). : '
“In the new orgamzation the analysis function 1s
emphasued throughout the Center Greater responsi-
bility is placed ‘on the survey process to produee
analysis that transcends basic reporting requirements.

s, Survey of‘educational .personnel supply and demand.

‘{ NCES-data-collectron activities_have- hrghhgﬂ‘ted an

oversupgly o£ begmmns teachers. The data-collection
program begun in the“Carly 1970’s will continue,
using data from two studies of teacher suppiy:
(1) thé survey of 1975-76 teacher trainees in instity.
tions with teacher-training programs, which provides
data on ’Lrbspevtﬂe teachery in the pipeline, and
(2) the gurvey of recent c}llege graduates, which
prqwides data on the numbygr/of l973-75 graduates—«—

by field of tramning and teaching assxgnment——who ‘

are prepared to teach, certified ‘to ‘teach, and
empld)"ed as teachers mn 1976-77. Plans for fiscal
yeir 1978 include z study of teacher supply and a
fea:nblhty .study of ‘'the reserve supply. (persons
qualifled to tegch but not teaching) . .
In response to the mapdate of the Edumtron
endments of 1976, surveys of teacher demand

{_ have been added to the program. In fiscal years 1977

L4

Analysis activities are supported by a new position of *

Assistant Admumnistrator for Research and Analysis,
with primary function of developing improved statis-
tical metlrods and techniqugs and closely monitoring
analysis activities and statrstlcal methods

The Division of Statistical’ Semces Is focusrng on-
making data available on a timely bhsxs reevaluatmg
the publications program, and increasing efforts to
make studies and survey data avarlable through com-
puter tapes, mucrofiche, monographs, and special
tabulations. The Fast Response Survey System amd
the” Statistical l«formation Branch (formerly known
as Reference, .Estimates, and PIo;ectlons) prow?e
talored data to address policy issues and answer
speiifrc questions. 4
4

1976 Mapdates

This section describes NCES’ response to the
special mandates- of the .Educdtion Amendments of
1976 to condlict a continuing survdy of the supply
and ‘demand education personnel, to develop,a
nationa} vocati nil-education‘data-reporting " and
-accounting system, and to coordinate information
and data-colltion activities of the Education
Drvision (NCES, OE, NIE) and the Office for Civil
Rrghts

. gram completers and leavers,

~

\

/

'

- professi

, Which program

and 1978, .data on the number of newly hired :
eachers by teachu;g assignment will be collected and
*analyzed, and a réport prepared A survey will also-be
designed {o coliect Qata on the number of posntrons
filled by less than fully qualified personnel’unfﬂled
positions, and teachers leavmg the profession.

‘ -

National Vocatioral Education Data Sy;tem , -

.. Data lnfomution System - NCES 1s mandated to .
destgn a natronal vocatronal education mformatron
system to include. data on students, programs, pro-
staff, facilities, and
penditures. <The system will be co‘rnpatlble “as
much as possible .with the occupatrona} information ~
stem being established by the National Occupa- .
ional Information. Coordinating . Committee
described below. NCES and representatives from-
other Federal ggencies, State education agencies, and
al associations are identifying and receiving
data elements during 1977 in" preparation for sub-
mrttmg a revised -plan to the Office of Management

’

“and Budget. Training sessions for State represeﬁta- 4

twﬂ()on use of the'system will b¢ scheduled following
approval of the plan. The system will be 1mplemented
in 1978. .

s .
State Followup ‘Studies -. The Commissionér of
Education is directtd by the Educational Amend-
ments of 1976 to evaluate vocational educatlon ‘
progrfms NCES will prov1de technical- expertlse‘ to
the ' States to help “them determine the extent\to
mpleters and leavers fmd employ-
ment in ‘occupatrons related to their tmnmg and the
extent to which' program completers anq,_leavere‘are

Wi

LI

.

’

LYY
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considered by thcnr employers to be well rmneu and
prepared for’ employment The design and qonduct of
the studies are being undertaken in 1977 and 1978.
“The reports will be prepared in 1979 -
, . A
At Natlonal Occupltmnal lnformatlon Coordimting
Committee -. The Committee composed: of the
Commussidner ot‘ Education, the Admnistrator of
' . 'NCES the Commussionef of Labor Statistics, and the
Assnstant Secretary for Employmem and Training 1s
«¢ .+ charged “with (1) 1mproving’ comthunication and
coordination among administrators and ‘planners of
.programs authonzed by the Vocational.Education
Act of 1963,+as aniended, arrd the Comprehensive
. Employment .and Training Act. (2) establishing an
'occupqtnonal infotmation system to meet the needs,
of vocational education programs_and employment”
. and traiming programs at the national, State, amd local
- ) levels, and (3) assisting States 1n est‘ﬁbhshnnggccupa-
tional information coordinating committees '

Coordmanon and Revnew of Datn-Aequsntnory\
Actmtles
[ ' 4 N - )
The Assistant Secretary for Education’ established |
the Education Data-Acquisition Councll (EDAC) n
- 1975 to ensure that all" data-acdﬂfsmon activities
within the Educatioft Divisfon are adequately justified
and coordinated The ‘Educatigpy Amendments of
~» 1976 provide a firm legal - underpmmng for the
Counctl and extend its sgope to ' include the
education-related/ activities \o(ﬁthe Office for Cinl
. Rights h
. ° ' Dunng fiscal years 1977 and 1978, EDA€ will
revise 1ts charter to conform t8 the new law and will
automate the annual ‘inventory of data- -acquisition
= activities within the Education Dmvision® and the <
DOfficg for Civl Rights The NCES Administrator,
. actmg undef the new provisigns, will develop guide-
lines for these agencies 1n pr ring data summaries
. for the 'edugat;on community’ apd’ the public, and
will expand, respurces permutting, NCES efforts o -

’

stapdardize defimitions and. terms used-in education .

d'dta- -acquisition activities and ‘to provide technjcal

. assistdnte 1 develop data-acqufsition activities:
at meet the requn'ed _iggal criteria. Under proce:

PUN &es established by the Counml each data-acquistton
actiity s revigwed o determine whether it is
necessaky and not excessxvely burdensome. b

4
-~ - 4 -
’ . 4 . &
. s

Advisory Cqunéil on Education Statistics,
¢ . . M A M

on 406 of the General Education Propisions -
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-available op computer ta

and mamtam data systems -

‘ ; P B w
Act, as amended by the Education Agrendments of .

1974 (Pbbhc Law 93-380), du'ected establishment of ) f
an Adwsory Council to advise and counsel the Certer.

The Council, composed_of public and Federal repre-

sentatives, reviews the Center’s pohcn;.s and. sets
standards.to engure the high quality and nonpolitical * ,
nature of NCES products-and services. In its first
annual -report to Congress, the Advisery Councl
stressed the jmportance of technical assistance,
analysis, and dis\_mi'natnon, as well as of improved
comgmunication - with the
re sponsaveness to information pee
lation. The Center has develppe
provide the foundation requured p
statistics to 1ts data users and provnders.l .

Federal Interagency Consortium of Users of .
L . Educatlon Statistics. * S
N \ ¥x® e , .
In response to section 406(f) of the General Edu- .
cation Provisions Act, ‘as amended by the Education °

- Amendments of 1974, NCES established and directs

a consortium of Federal a;en cies to develop a shared-
data ‘base for’ catnonal statistics; At present, the
Federal InterageCy Consortium of Users of Educa- ,
tion Statisticy (it includes Tepresentatlves from more *

than .30 Federal agemcies and Congressional oommttx

3

'tee staffs)u.plans to mcorporate hxgh—demand dafa = .

tapes into a_centrahzed hibrary and eyent’uauy onto

the EDSTAT on-line computer -access system. In -

1976, NCES published ‘the first %edifion of the °

Durectory of . Federal Agencyjducayon Data Tapes,

which 1dent1f1es and de: es education “data bases .~
mom Consortium member L

agencies that ‘conduct educatnon-relevant rqsearch

v -
®

LY -

.

*

E ast-Response Survey System

The Fast-Response Su ey System (FRSY), opw
tional 1n 1976, is capable o *callectmg and-djssethi-
nating data rapidly. Desigped to ppoducg na jonally -
representative data within approximately 3 fhbnths
FRSS focuses on key, current policy-relatedyssues. for
which data are not avallable elsewhere. Samples hava
been selected to represent the following educational
sectors: local education agencies; elementarysecon- )
dary schools (both public and privatej, institutions ¥ .
of higher'education; and noncollegiate po'stsecondaYy
schools with oacupational programs. _State edu'cation
agéncies are canvassed as a universe. Two surveys . -

- were conducted with FRSS. one on statewide devel-

opments in performance-based edudation, the other
P

»
.

' ‘e




on job- placement}semces p;ovided by s;chool districts
to™ high school. studehts, graduates; and dropouts.
- T%e‘fmdmgs have been published. L

»
N .

Program of Administrator’s Fellows
’ program to 3romote mterest mn. anal)/sxs among

. .
« . . .
»

] ,
“
r
‘., .
.

O ¢ . .
ERIC . - . Co
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NCES staff and proyide analysis of NCES data was
injtiated in 1976, Staff members interestéd in con-
ducting studies on specific topics compet! for a
limited number ‘of positions as Administrator’s
Fellows. Sugoessfyl competitors are required to
-complete the ahalytlc work within a 3-month
period,
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The program of the National Center for Education
* Statistics 15 designed to provide the range of statistical
services necessary to support and enhance the ;ormu-
lation of educational policy The Center “assumes
responsibility wiot only for coordinating a timely and
accurate daia base but also for supplying statistical
services to ensure its utiity and use. N

These services include stimulating the improve-
ment of statistical systems to increase data compara-
bility .and use, developing the anilytical tools
necessary to transform data into information for
policy use, and coordinating and disseminating the
flow of information to many groups of users. -

.

~y - ~ .
’ Assistange . -

The assiétaqce program supports the ’develo_pmen,t
and implementation ©f compatible data systen'is at
the Statq level. Expenencg¢ indicates that tardy

systems impair analytneal capacity and delay disseifm-
nation The program for fiscal years 1977 and 1978
continues the Center’s . effort to develop and revise

first time, with training programs to assure implgmen-
tation, extends the Federal-State coordmalion
activities to pbéstsecondary education; and continues
a program of selected activities to assist State and
Jocal agencies improve their data collection and
reportlng systems

Assistance encompasses the following activities:

Federal-State Coordination and-Planning

Development and Implementation of Standard
Definitions and Terminology

Natignal Assessment of Educational Progress X

O

FeILSme Coordination and Planning
ES.works closely with State representatives in
cooperauve p nning of activities designed to address

. Federal ements for timely, accuratey and com-
par&ble data through meeting the expressed needs of

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

. STATISTICAL SERVICES ‘

e reporting and noncomparable data bases among State

standard defirittions and termunology coupled, for the i

- )
the States in improving and automating their stagis-
tical and data-collection activities.. Te~achieve this
nd, NCES’ reorganization estabﬁshfthe Federal-
tate Coordination Branch within “he Division of
Statlsncal Services. . " = -

v o

= Elementary-Secondary Education (FY 1977-78)

~ f
NCES and the Couneil of Chief State School
Officers’ Committee on Evaluation and Information
Systems (CEIS) will continue to reyiew Federal data-
collection activities and to identify priorities for
" negr- and_long-term~assistance efforts” Fiscal year
1977 activities included a haison function to inform .
States of the data required by the Education Division
in administering federally 1egislated programs.

Through a State-level information and personnel
exchange, NCES’encourages exchangeg of techmical -
tools and expertise. A CEIS survey conducted under
the information exchange jdentified §nd made avail-
able to the States various de"plopments in statistical
and automated information‘systems The 'personnel
exchange “sponsors on-site assistance and 3/orkshop
activities that focus on developments 1dent1f1ed in the

» 1information exchange

An annual seminar program for State personnel on
improving'data production and data utihzation selects
topics by %nalyzing the data reported in the informa-
-tion exchange survey -~

L4
i

, State Capacity Building
—_ . /

NCES 1s initiating a program fo accelerate the
development of compatible State statistical systems
and to help State and local education agencies to
improve thesé systems. The program will concentrate
on upgrading these systems through (a) installation of
automated systems*in khe areaf Of finance, personnel,

+ pupils, factlities, and ,curriculum, and (b) improve-’ e
ment of SEA admini anon and .management of data
systems through sucp activities as development of
State plans for syst¢ms automation and improve-
ment, installation periodic evaluations of the - -
- - /\\ |
7 U NG
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. adnunistrative statistical reporting

systems, and implementation of NCES hendbooks of
standard termunology

Activi in FY 1977 - NCES 1s developing program
guidelines with assistance from the State representa-
tive groups. The 1976 gformation exchange survéy
assessment of the status andvneeds of State sfatistical
and automated information systems 1§ belng ut/xhzed
1n developing these capacity building pro;ects

.

Plans for £Y 1978 - NCES will enter into agreements ‘

with State education agenetes to xmprove and auto-
mate their statistical and information systems Two
types of awarns may be made Special Purpose -
Low- Lo/s‘t one-time awards, not to exceed. | year,.,to.
concéntrate on such projects as the dev&loprpent of
3- to S-year State plans tor data systems or the
automation of a specific data reporting module and
,‘lmple%on Projects - Higher cost awgd%fcr one
year, with the optian-to renew over a 3- to § ear
period. to i1mplement State plans jo bulld tate
statxsucal/data system capacities

) ‘ .
Postsecondary Education(FY 1977.78)

Cooperation between NCES and the Counc11 of

“Chief State School Officers at the elementary and

secondary school level has provided the model for:a
network n postseco‘ndary education Through, the
State ngher Education Executive Offlcérs (SHEEO)
and 12027 Commission members, an or; ation of
State postsecondary educatfon officials foster
Federal-State cooperation and plannlng s been
establlshed This organization, to avoid Min easing -
respondent burden, 1s buiding upon existing exBér-
tise at the State level to help States méet manggement
and planning requirements for postseqmda‘ educa-
tion in concertwtth Federal data requirements

Development and Implementation of Standard
Deflmtlons and Terminology (FY 1977-78)

The handbooks and manuals of standard defini-
tions and '-termtnology, which are developed n
cooperation with’ educational drganizations and
agencies, contribute both to the improvement of
State and local data systems and to the umform)ty gf
NCES promotes
the handbooks and design of accdunting systems
based on the handbooks through, training materials
and workshops for State, lgcal, and institutional
petsonnel NCES 1s, acceleraflng the use,pof hand-
books by concentrated .efforts to.develop training
matesials and conduct workshops in FY” 1977 w}uch
apply the standard definitions contalﬁ‘d ‘In the
elementary-secondary_,school finance handbook to
financial accounding systems in State andlocal
scpool systems. The \ygrkshops, sev'eral days 1n

-

~

duration, are to be.training experiences concentrated
~ not only on application of Revised Handbook II but
on facilitating data acquisition for the elementary-

.

" secondary data core program In FY 1978’ training

.

A

will be. extended to application of standard termi-
nology and <lassification to areas of pupil, staff;and
faality accountlng. '
In the ‘postsecondary sector, there are ‘training
programs to apply the Higher Education Finance
Manual to State reporting systems This effort will
continue in FY 1978 augmented.by training materials
and .workshops to assist States, institutions, and asso-
ciatfons in adopting the. Higher Education Fmance

Manual” v

? F1sca1 year 1977 ‘wilf see completion of the Post- )

secondary Student Terminology Manual and the
Revised  Property Accougting Handbook for
Eiementary-Secondary Edlication and field testing of
the Handbook on Communlty lnformatlon to assist
LEA efforts o 1dent1fy.zand Incorporate commumty
characteristics ~data into school system files The
development of a Taxonomy of Subiect ‘Matter for.
all levels of education will proceed and the initial
draft of a“Handbook on Adult and Contlnulng Educa-
tion will be completed o,

A shelf of Handbooks in“the State Educational
Records and Reports series requnred a Combined
Glossary Published in 1974, the Combined Glossary
1s now being updated and 4fi flscgyyear 1978 NCES
plans ‘to transfer the glossary to tomputer tape and
keep the computer tape qu;rent .

Natiortal Assessment of Educauonal Progress
(FY- 1977.78)

A}

' T,he Natlonal ‘Assessment of Education Progress .
(NAEP) 1s an annual susrvey of the knowledge skills,
understandings, and attitudes ©f young Americans,
which 1nc11ides’s'even learning areas. The survey 1s
now In its 8th year, and requests for assistance from
State and local education agencies are increasing.
Assistance activities' range from exploratory and-N
planning sessions with State and local education

officials, governors, and legislators- to prowdin‘é'
technicalg assistance 'and spectal materials for Sta
and loc use. To assist State and local edhcatnon

agencies “Interested 1n comparing their student per-
formance with NAEP’s national

and Tegiona
'results, NAEP as explonng such options as deny, -
~

¢stimates or proflles drawn from its data so that
SEA’s and LEA'S can compare their own assessment
resulfs with a similarly constituted State or locahty -

. ot Analysns .

«

Ana]ytlcal studies enﬁance the usefulness of
infarmation 1n several ways They enable ‘Iange to

.

1

»
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be assessed more accurately, provide 1n51ghtsmt‘6 the
significance of data through the application ® &f
statistical techniques, and describe more fully “the
education enterprise and its impact on participants
by lmorporatmg demographic, social, and*economic
data

* NCES plans 1nclud; expansion of the analysxs
tuncnon (asmajor consideration in the reorganization
of NCES) ‘LinKages between analysis and the data
bases for elementary- secondary and postsecondary
education were built 1hto the\ organization at every
level In fiscal years 1977 and 1978, analysis studies
focus on , '
\1ethodoiog1cal Developments
Fducational Target Groups
Trendsin Educa‘non‘ i

2

Methodological Developmients

These provide the means for making data compara-
Ble from several bases and for establishing indices for
mterpreh\e analyms The studies in (hlS area include

Census Data by Schoo‘b Dstrict
Indicatggs of Inequality of Educational
., 0 unity ’

Measures of Educational Outcomes in Industrial
Nations =~ ¢

Statistical Analysis Group 1n Education

Synthetic Estimation of the Number of- Spanish-~
Language Chlld‘ren

Census Data by School District

NCES has developed an updated School District
Reference Tape for aggregating, at the school district
level, social and econamic data from the 1970 census
of papulation and housipg This updating reflects the
more than |.000 consohdanons and other ¢h sin
school district boundaries that have occurredWtom

1970 to 1974 Staustics from this update wil} benefit

target populations by rmproved allocation and tar-
geting of funds For example, data on the number of
childrgn "below the poverty level will be helpful to
‘EFEA* tite " mandgers and State cootdinators In
aking subcounty allocations, data on low-education
attainment will contribute to the Adult Basic Fduca-
tien Program, éndxlsncs on occupations and

vocational training 1d the Career and Vocational
Education Programs as well as the newly formed
Occupat.lonal PJanmng Lmt in the Bureau of Occupa-
nonq‘ and Adult qucanon

Activities in FY 1977 -*The sthool district reference
. ’ N

i

¢

. tives

tape was revised to reflect district boundary changes
betweén 1970 and 1974, Census data are being retab-
ulatéd according to the revised reference tape and
entered-into the EDSTAT on-line automated access
system A modest stidy of sources of error 1s being
conducted -

Plans for FY 1978 - A design study will develop pro-
duction and quality comtrol specmcanons for
producing a school district reference tape for the
1980 decennial census ' >

f

Indicators of Inequality of Educational Opportunity

= [his exploratory study has the following obgc-

at the elementary-secondary level 1mprove under-
standjng of the concepts of inequahty of educational
opportunity, define a set of indicators to servé a
rangg of policy purposes. derive these indicators from
cur?mly avatlable data and make recommenddtions
CES data acquisition and analysis
oy . o5
Actjvities in FY 1977 - An andlysis of previously
colected data from 4900 school districts on the
1470 census/ELSEGIS datg tape was completed and
a;report 1s t;emg prepared Atteation 1s being givén
to relationships between resource measurgs of per-
puptl expenditures and pupil-teacher ratios angd
characteristics of the schoo! ‘districts such as 1acome.,
race, urbanization, 4nd ability to pay The role ot the
States and the Federal government in narrowing
resource dispaqities 15 being explored T

- 3

Plans for FY 1978 - The methodolog\ will be applied

to 1974.75% data to uncover trends in resource dis-
crepancies and to determine whether the indicators
can be improved

2 . ’

Measures of Educational Outcomes in Industrial -
) Nations
-

~NCES 1s mandated to review and report on educa-
tional actiuties ,in  foreign countries Budgetary
constraints permitted undertaking one new study in
fiscal year 1976 The study is designed to research
and compile data on éducational outcomes in relation
fo yauth employ mem 1n selected industrsal nations.

This study of educational outcomes aad related
educational experiences in the United States and
other ndustrial nations will suggest directions for
NCES data collection, analysis, and presentatiqn, The
study will i1dentify and cempare putcome measure-

1 S

-~ .

provide Federal planners and managers with,
new information about the actual and potentiai ‘uses:
of andicators of inequality of educational opportunity-

a

-

-
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" ments related to the interface between education and
‘youth employ ment (jobs, income, the transition frofh
School to work,%nd career‘ladders} and youth unem-
ployment

(&3

Activities in FY 1977 - The furst phase includes a
Jetermination ot availability and’ comparabihty of
d4ts on €ducetion outcomes 1n the member natnons
ot the Organizatwon of Econorruc Cooperation and
Development (OECD) with policy 1ssues selecred for
turther examunatiocn Jrformation relating to
guidance, vocational education, placement, practices,
apprenticeships, and other procedures directed at
reducing youth unempldy ment will:be presented in a
report. ' *

-

é ’ -

»

Plans for FY 1978 . Results of the first phage. will

.
. “
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. censhs date for selected sghool districts in Texas,.

i

Synthetic Estimation of the Number
of Spanish-Languagé Ch@ldren

7

I3
.

« TO meet a Congressxonal' 1nferes in adentifying
concentrations of persons with l%ﬂk(::nghsh-
speaking ability within each State, NCES réquestad
the Bureau of ‘the Census to develop and to evaluate
«procedures for synthetlcal]y estimating such con-

centration¢ from  the State-representative data of
the HEW survey of income and education (SIE)

Activities in '§.1977 - Census wﬂ’l use estimators.

from the SIF and apply them to the 1970 decenmal

®
(al.xfo nia, and New Jersey Results of the estima-

tions will be ‘cdmpared with recent schobl district

values [tems to be {elected will be those expected
be integrated with the deliberations of a conference to be mcluded inthe 1980 decenmal census
of experts to produce a report on such 1ssues as the *
« e effectiveness of educatlon and trgmmg in reducing Plans fo‘r FY 1978‘: The project will be completed
.. youthunemploy ment o N
- K ; v . . - ’ e, . -
. \ : ' Educatic;na'l Tar'gex Groups . ‘
< IS N - Y . . . “ . . .
- " Stdtl?tlf:ll Analysis Group in Education T‘nese studnes include data from several sources
¢ * . NCES has contracted for‘,a statistical analysis for analyzmg educational, pfoblems selating to R
. (“'gro‘up m(edueatnon (SAGE) 3 develop arld’maintain specific populations Proects include . T
s - ofecgnice capabilities equaJ to the state<of-the-art of v . N . 4
i ductipg analytic.inquines and applying statistical ~ ® Personnel Prepared to Teach or Work With z?/
' Y sur»ey me’thodology The contracl.or works .closel{ Persons of Limuted English-Speaking
with  NCES personne} .in' 1dentifying: specfic N Ability,
miodologncal"problems as assng'ne . Federal Expen‘dntures in Bjucation Programs
. - . for Two Groups of Childrerf SRR
Activities in FY 1977 - Work will‘be completed on —Lnngunsucal]y Dufferent €hildren and ‘Adults
‘four Ya;ks initrated late in the previous fisdal year’ -Tatget Gh)up Pamcnpatlomn Postsecondary
. (1) systematu dentification of persistent technjcal Education. .
problems affecung "NCES' . data- gpl]ecnon apd ~ ‘A - <
analysis activities that mght be, worthwhile foa of ¢ , ! .
. . SAGE effor&s,m subse.quent years'fof the contract, "
. ") optnn;nzatnon of the fectiveness of followup * Personnel Prepared To Teach'or Work With
. . .. research by deve}opm niques-for co coping with Pemniolemned quhsh Speaking Ability -
L nonresp‘nse bias, ( 3) development of a model for a .
) cost of education index, permmtting compansons ln support of. the Commissioner of Education,
i among regions and States with regard to education who will report to the Congres§ by February 1,
! outlays By equaling difféfential” tosts of providing 1978, on th¢ condition of bilingual education’in the .
" . goods and services .and (4) develgpment of syste Nation, NCES Js collecting and analyzing data from ¢
A atic procedures for solving the/problems of file institutions of‘hlgher education on the number of
incompatibility when attempting to merge large persons who are being trained :to teach or work
! +  data ba'ses . . " with personsof‘hmxted English-speaking abuity from %
. . ! . .o backgrounds 19 which English_1s not the dominant R
i - Plan for FY 1978 - Reports and publications stem- , language. ‘Iw’ addition, NCES 1s collecting data on =’
ming .from the four tasks: described above will be the "« nurgb/f\*of employed,, elementary-secondary
i , prepared and issued Based upon the rosults of school ‘teachers who arq quglified by Jeasor of <
\ Task 1 above additional methodologrcal tasks will language to teach children with hmted English- .
be selected by NCES and assngned for {xecutnon n - speaking ability The resul;{a data base will be
, FY 1978 " X - , anslyzed to ihdicate the caphcity of thstitutions of
2 | e \ o L L I
' L ' N -0 ' - . -
Q L ) . - . x . ,
ERIC . - ' 18 e




T bedrawn- s -,., ?
, Particaipating chtldren in the szmple of the -b976

Hl:W survey of mcome ‘and-education (SIE) are "bethg
classrfled by poverty“and fanguage, with appropr te

,‘)rom nén-English’ language backgrou

hi education and the publiyschool systems to
prowle. the .needed personnel for bilingual education.
prqg?msthln this way, the Commusspones. of Educa-
tio™ will havé , available data to'-&z:unend any
comhjnation of traming,and retralmng tograms to
emsure 4n - ddequate supply of ‘qualified *personnel

to work in bilingual education programs * ¢

.
.
- ‘. \ K]

A‘cuvmes‘ in FY 1977 . Data collectiofis are 3n process

" ang prelimunary analysis 1s underway \ -

(

Federal Expendltures in Edubntnon_?romuns “for

' . Two Groups of Children ¢

This §tudy res;‘onds ;o Congressiwonal 1n\erest 1n
mogtan\ roosts between ‘

ascertalnmg comparatrve
block Federal aid add digerete categoncal

Program costs fdreligible -partrcrpants m‘two mtegor~
economically- depnved R
aking chlldren will be.calcu- |
en a per;hrld hasi$ as well as bx\ axtegonml
m apd variqus types of cost .comparrsons wrll

1cal _pro’gram classrfrcanons
« and. imuted" English-s

steps ta‘ken to minimze clas§1f1catroq erro,rge he

- measures of poverty and language used -1n the 1976 - . UL
tron(SlE)

y a réinterytéaw and language by, recaliBration of t}re

SIF are being reevaluated Poverty 15 Bemg assessed
\easure of Engllsh language profrcretlcy (MELP)

Activities in 'F‘( l977 Analyses of costs., classrﬁca-
tign of children and evaluatron)measures are undér

wa' : - . T
y i L - .
* > N . s . N

. ..
Plans for FY 1978 - The report wil be completed
0 LI .

. ‘

Gt A

Linguistically Different Childfen and Adults

. ! B .
NEES 1s mandated to report to the Congress by -
July 1..4977, son the number of school’ag’e thildren
and adults . wn;r ‘hmited °Engﬁsh-speakmg abihty’

State, pursiant, to Section 731} A) of the
Brlmgual Education Act. *Title VII, Elementary "
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) as amended
To assist the Congress further 1n 1ts delrberatrons
abolit amefding the Bilingual Ed.uo’itron Act, NCES

1s broadening 1ts-study to include counts of the same-

.age groups from ‘each of.18 specific non-Englash

languag ckgrounds without. ‘regard” to“English

lan?{:rggmency and from each of sHe corres-

poriding ethnic groups. Also, as part of its assess-
. - ® o

« ~ \

! rr‘ient of the education - needs of young mmonty
" aduks who have limited Enghsh-speaking abity, ‘

~ pipared by, NCES. Lo .
"wrll be mcluded in the annuaﬂes\oﬂ to the Congtess,

. K ; g . " . . the Secretafy of ‘Labor pursuant. to- Part J ‘of “the
Plans for FY 1978 - The repdrt .Wlll be comp}et.ed >

-~ E L

- as wel a8 oftthqr;e

\mstrtutrons

. of partrcrpanon rates of selected target groups in

i each™

i relation to education;

g .

labo rce, participation, unemployment— and
mnco This analysjs is modeled on the special |, *
analyses of the July 1975 suryey of languages already

NC }analyzmg data on edueatronal attainment,, .
r

It 1s expected that pomons of the adult data

submtted. by the Comm‘x-ssrone of Education and

Vécationl Educatron Act as/amepded T

{
?‘Etmu@s in FY ‘l977 : The argalyses ate. underway ¥

1]

5 P(ﬁts for FY 1978 ‘I‘he analyses wrlI be completed .

' . . P by
v o . .
- . PR

“Tuget Group Pamclpatlonuy! e L A
0 Pos(socondury!-:dugntmn ’f r

Specral analyses ,éf ‘the charactertstrcx of' y oung
aduits pontr 1n postsecorudaryL educatjon
)10 da not, have beer desrgned -
.wrth specxal emphasrs an selected “tdrget ggbups )
(eg women and. racral/et?r'; munorities).. Fhese’.
“analyset draw upon data from the Bureau of the ¥ .
Censuﬁs Mg 1974 current populano'h survey (CPS) -+
-ang from HEW's- 1975 survey ofnncorm and educa- .

v o '~ '! » *
P » [}

»

Aétrvmes in FY 1977 -*Plans are being developed to hd .
anal’yze data4 from the CPS, &n the characteristics of c
students attendmg drffere'nt types of pos;sdcondary .
versrtrés 4-year and’2- -year colleges, o
and- voegationat- techmcal “s¢hools), seurces of finan- |

s assistance; and pwerns of attendance (e.g., . ¢

" part- ‘or ‘full-yrhe, cantihuous or mtermpted-) Plans

for theSIE -dnalysis include examuriation of the St
access gnd attainment of target groupsin msntutrons
of Fugher ed‘l;catron -and a ‘State-by-State analysis*

Iugher..educatidp _in" relation to the charactenstics

of postsqcondaryv educatjon a’arlable wrﬁnn the~ =~
States’ "~ . ° - . 5 T
Plans for FY 1978 -*Primary effort will_be plated
on oqnpletrpg -unTiiished: analyles and the frnal
reports by the end of thefiscal year . : ‘

&

¥ ’ ' , ’..9‘ - , f‘
Trends in Education , - i .
- These ~anglyses focus on. events over trme

and economuc and'w clal
<
factors' Projeots.include

-~

. -
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Trends1n i'ligher Edumtié‘/ *
National Assessment of Ed
. ¢ (YAEP) )

Trends in High Education

* Charactenistics of students, faculty, and inststu-

o tions of higher education/are reported annuglly in
« the data collected by thd higher education general

. mformatnon survey (HEGIS). NCES-staff are exam-

' iung data over an 11-yedr period (1965-1976) for a

* series of studies{scnbn trends 1n higheﬁpducatnon
Analyses include the engoliment of entering freshmen

college-student population, postsecondary enrollment
1ssues, and faculty and/admlmstratlve staff differences
. by sex with respect to corppensauon and rank
{Recent trends are being probed to determuine where
sexual 1nequities persist and where progress 1s being
made 1n removing inequities ) Another analysis on
changes 1n higher-education ¢nrollment, of pa'mcular
interest to plapners, 1s thf which 1s focusing on the

75. Women's Participation in ¥irst-Professional
Degree Programs in Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary
Medicine, and Law 1969-70 Through 1974 75y and
Anady.ns of* Doctor’s Degrees Awarded to Men and
WOmen 1970-71 Through 1974-75

lﬂnalysns staff ‘15 preparing a data plan describing” those

aspects “of the above issues that caa be analyzed

from HEGIS data. Potential usefs and uses are being

. 1dentified and procurements.are being prepared to

- gather‘the data for trend analy®s, and for litergiure
and policy reviews. en the work has been com-
pleted the NCES stdlf will begin the dafa analysis
and write the regerts.

0y

Phns for FY 1978 - Reports undertaken in fisdal
‘year 1977 will’be completed Where appropriate,
§trends will be reported By sex, type of instituffonal
control, nstitutional level, faculty rank, length of
service, sources and levels of institufional support;
changes 1n expenditure patterns, and level of program
(2-year, 4-year). Further analyses of the HEGIS data
will be planned, Both separately and in conjunction
. with other data bases.  ~ .

. * ‘

and 1its impact \en the/size and composition,of the -

1 “ . L. ., . ) .
Activities .in ?Y 1971 The NCES postsecondary . . Eypioratidn of relationship of sch

- .
Natl.cmal Asggpstizent of - )
.+ Educational Progress (NAEP) - .

. N O w0 .
.NAEP collects data’on tl{.‘edu?atlonal attaipmerit
and background of young Agnericans on a recurring
basis and prepares analyses,on tﬂ: telative, attain- .
merts of subgroups of the pgpwation m selected ’ ot
subject areas over trme Trgnd analyses pmpomt
changes 1n performance by sea, race, and such char-
acteristics as geographic regipn, size and type of
cdmmumty, and level of paréptal ef@ucation. Such
analyses have been pubhshed for scierite, reading, -
. wrttmg, and cmzenshnp/socul studies Primary
analyses which interpret the basi¢ findings, will
havé been completed for all subject ateas by the end-
of fnscal year l977 . ‘ o, .

Analyses ‘are performed to‘pronde ua.eful ml'orma- .
tion for ~curriculum developmem and_ educational
decisionmaking. However, to enhipce the utility and ,
relevance of NAEP data for thess purposes, NAEP
1s 1pcreasing 16 efforts to promote the interpretatno'n
of NAEP fesults by scholars, subject rgatter specal-— "~ ¢
1sts, and résearchers. Followup’studies of the useful-
ness of NAEP findings to cumcuium ;development

increased enrollment of racial/ethaic minonties and  and decisionmaking for educathﬂal grams are .
of women jn higher edugation The charactenistics of planned. ,»; '

institttedhs that have enrolled women and Blacks in - . ?7 co P
1ncreasing numbers are being contrasted with those ¢ ' ' - . g

in which this has not been the trend, Thus far, three . Activities in FY 77 - The fouowxn analysls activities

studies have been published FEarned Degrees Con: are underway .o ) ' K
ferred Analysis of Trends, 1965-66 Througir 1974- T - - ‘U s ’

- Exploration of relatlonshnps hetween gkhool coun- ‘
s¥ling resources and performance on career aware- Ty
ness exerc1ses, and exploration of éreer skills, . -
work satisfaction, and career awarenggs of out-of- *
school 17-year-olds e . e

Title I ¢hgi-
bility to perfotmance oft read ,assessment;

\Q(armnaflon of relatlo&ﬁl‘up een school
reading gnrichment or hremedlal ptogram and
reading performance, ant} examination of changes o
in reading achievement-for groups classified by 5

percentage of'non-White'students in‘the school.
v . . A

- Developng strategies for analyzing’ and reporting
the thu'\d cycle science-change results.

[

- Examination of relationship of curriculums vari-
ables to performance and cttlzenslup/socml studies L.
items; and analysis of changes in political kngwi~
edge and attitudes among various pop
groups over the past 7 yeals. N

- .
- Reporting of art-assessment results in drawn ,art
knowledge, and art attitudes. . )
~ -. - . ’ -
) A / . - . . .
12 v ‘ ’ .



* Plans for FY 1978 - Reports oh 1978 mathematics
and 1977 scie hange d4ta will be prepared.
. Additional intefpretative. reports will be made op

\ {the 1975 art data - e )
’ ‘ o »
e - Natloml Longitudinal study
. " NCES 1s now in its 5th year of a 6 to 8-year

\i'vesugatxon of the’ educauon, job training, and~ ’
vocational historres of ,a nawonally representative
sample of 22,000 young pgople The longitudinal
study grovides data on the extent t0 which career

3 plans and aspiratiops persist over time and are even-
tually - fulfilled or thwarted, characteristics and
abxh‘a of those choesmg—various kinds of ppst-

¢ secondary ‘education ‘and Occupatigns, 1mpaét of

Federal tunds on injtial educational plans, persever-
ance' of intention. and suceess, and the extent to.
which educational experiences prepare youth for
work Thys study broadens the output measures
available from NCFS°studxes ‘previously  outpyt

. Measures were Jimited manly to high school and

" postsecondary program completions

The inquiry’ began in the spring of 1972 with a
baseyear survey of the high schgol ¢lass of 1972~
A student questionnaire, a test battery of verbal and-
nonverbal apmudes a school questionnaire, a coun-
selor questionnaire, and school records. furnished.

. data:on a’natiomally representative panel of seniors

/from’a sample of 1,200 publi¢, private, and parochial
secondary schools Representau’ves from educational,
orgamzatxops and the social, sciences and many
Federal users of the data contnbuted to the project.
desngn

In, the fajl of 1973 a followup survey of the
participants in the 1972 sarﬁple obtained information

- on therr posthigh school educational and work

cuv%ies The response rate (93 percent) .w3s excep-
tiondlly high, consxdermg the very mobile age group
involved A second followup study, initiated 1n the’
fall «of 1974, also obtamned a_93 percent.gesponse
rate Some analyses of base-year, first and second
followup data have been completed and computer

-,-_\

~

in Attitudes One and One-Half Years After Gradua.
tion and (apsule Dascription of SecOnddPZ;IIowup
'Suney -Data -

P

L 3 P o«
1 ! «
Activities for FY 1977 . Federal policy-oriented
* « analyses of the longxtudmaMata base, through second
followup, 1hclude topics suoh as Access and Persist-
o ence in Postsecondary Education) the Use and
. Adequacy of Student Financial Aid Programs, Transi-
. tion from High School to Work, Demand for Post-
‘ secondary Education. Effects of Secondary Educa-
tion on Postsecondary School Careers, Transfer
‘d . .
ERIC ’ .
| e .« - , . -

4apes are availablé. Among the report$ are Changes *

1321

Students 1n Instituttons of Higher Education, and
Withdrawal from Institutions of Higher Educatign.
: : /

Plans for FY‘«I-BJ-Su-ihé‘third followup survey data
base will become available to the general publ¢ in
the form of computertzed data tapes. This informa-
stion will describe a entical transition period in the
educational and occupational careers of many of the
1972 high school graduates, 1 ¢, many will have
gradua!ed frem- 4-.year nstitutions -and will be
,pursuing 1 career ¢working full-time), amf/or graduate
wark Special purpose analyses will be conducted on
such topics as Persistence in ‘Higher Education,
Student Financial Aid, Transition from ‘Postsecon-
- dary 'Education to the World of—Work and Access
to and Pursuit of Graduate Educauon

. - Disseﬁ\ination“ «
o The d1,§semmauon program providirig direct access
to NCES data, seeks to reducc\the time lag between
data collection and reporting, to in crease data utiliza-
tion through dxver.sxfx'catxon of modes of access,-apd
. to provxde 'specialized assistance to users In addition,
the, Cénter élms to make available edpmtxon data
from varied sources outisde NCES, both, Federal and
non-Federal, and with hmuted NCES resources to
balance usef reqiurements for vanous products and
sggvices
Major changes in‘the NCES dissemunat 10
for fiscal years 1977 and 1978 will be (

program

(2) -reduction in. t mber of publigations listing
institutional data, 3).a shift toOther forms of*
- data -presentation uséful to policymakers. Data will
be availdble through preliminary and updated com-
puter tap’es ‘microfiche, and special tabulations,
access to‘data tapes will also be provided through the
.on-ine computer access system Although a number
of publications listing msmuuonal data will be dis-
continued, publication.. of directories’ of education
msmunons and orgamzations, bgmusc of heavy
c{emagg‘F will be continued A shift will be made
doward reports that”higlilight ‘significant trends and

offer analytic insights The Center will cofitinue to

provide services to users with needs for more detailed
“statisties ! )
Important ongoing dxssermnauoﬁ activitfes include

an mformauon service and ;hepa:auon of reports
offermg general-purpose statistics about - American
education The NCES information sefvice responds
to appro:hmately 13,000, qugries per year from legis-
v lators, govetnment agencies, business afNd other
organizations, educatxon ingtitutrons, and privatg
citizens’ Responses range from distribution of survey
‘d#ta to preparation of specwl estimates and projec-

.
"

accelerated '
availability of data in forms requested by wusers,
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tions for government agencies and departments The
annual pubhcatnon Digest of Education Stanistics, .
summarizes many education time series and offers a
compilation of the most carrent statistics CORCerning
education Institutions, participants, and finances at
all levels The Projections of Education Statistics
provides a cogsnstem coordinated set of education
series  projected for 10 years The annual
Condition of Education feport, submutted to the
Congress on March 1 as required by the Education
Amendments of 1974, presents statistics on Afnerican
education within a social mdncators framework— >
utiizing a graphic format supported by '1Qterpre tive
text——as well as the NCES prograrﬁ and costs for
current and succeeding fiscal years

Highhights of the dissemination program for fnscal
years 1977 ard 1978 1nclude

EDSTAT oo
Fast Response Survey System

« "EDSTAT,

The ESTAT program dissermnates NCES auto-
mated products
specially prepared tablatnons and
microform products.

All data collected by NCES are available on com-
puter tape NCES processes approximately 400 tape
orders pet year Certain data are available on eithgr
tape or microform ‘The terrmnal-accessed system
makes avallable data collected by NCES and other
Federal agencies The system may be interrogated,
on-line, from rembte-access terminals 1n many parts
of the'coumry More than 50 data bases from NCES,
Office for Cmwil Rights, Bureau of Postsecondary
Education, and the Bureau of the Census are accessed
by over 20.orgamzations from both the public and
private sectors. By means of a recently instituted
special tabulation program, NCES can respond to
special requests for selected data from its collection

of er education survey data Special tabuation
prodgets may be subsets or combinations of survey-
data files, produced on tape or in printed tabular

form, customzed to user specifications A maiing
label seryice 1s included

Activities in FY 1977'- A general expansign 1n all

activities_1s being undertaken, with emphasig on
special tabulations-and the termunal-accessed system

™ An tbility to hink data bases to be developed by the

end of the fnscal year will enable on-hne termmal
users to rétrieve data from more than one data base,’
and’ enhance both the terrmnal-accessed system and
the special tabulation service Contmumg emphasis 1s
placed upon disseminating ‘“early release” data
shortly after acquisition and before an entire survey
has been procgssed
L] I-
Plans for FY 1978 - Duning FY 1978 NCES expects

‘* to combine. all 1ts data-processing activities with a

+single computer vendor, thus enhancing all automated
dissemination activities and significantly reducing the
time between data collection’and dissemnation t
Efforts will be made to tmprove tape documenta-

. tion and to broaden the areas from which data are

have been selected to represent the following
educational sectors .local educational agencies,
. elementary-secondary schools (both pubhe and

selected for inclusion 1n dissemination programs

Fast Response Survey System (FY 1977-1978)

NCES' Fast Response Survey System (FR$S),
providing capabiity for rapid data collection and
dissemunation, 1s. designed~"to produce nationally

computer tapes, onine computer<);epresentauve data in approximately 3 months ind

to focus on currént policy-related 1ssues Samples

private), institutions of higher education, and non-
collegiate postsecondary schools with occupational
programs State education agencies are surveyed as a
universe Two surveys were conducted with FRSS 1n

1976 one reported data 'from' SEAs on Stateyide
developments 1n performance-based education, the
other reported data on , job-placement services

provided by school districts to high school students,
graduates, and dropouts ~

NCES offers this service to Federal education
policymakers FRSS has received support from data
suppliers .and users; and thus far hds involved the
Office
National Institute of Education, and the Department
of Labor, as w State and local education
agencies, The Ce%l be able to conduct 5 such

surveys 1n fiscal ye 77, plans forsfiscal year 1978

will be based upon experience gained in the 2 prev

* ceding years

K o . C e

the Assistant Secretary for Education, the -

L
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© EDUCATION. STATISTICS - S .

*

The NCES data-collection program represents a°®
concerted effort to structure a comprehensive and
flexible education data base and to provide users with
(1) a solid core- of data delineating the essential
features of the education enterprise in the United
States and describing those who participate in the
enterpnise, and (2) a v?ried, de}au‘d flow of informa-
tion bearing on changing policy issues

To meetylihe requrements for providing* this
complete datd-base, NCES must assume responsibility
for collecting comprekensive and useful educational

, 'data However, NCES recognizes 1ts himtstions in

-

collecting all the education data that are needed.
NCES collects data descriptive of educational,
institutions and of the individuals who participate 1n
their activities The Center 1s placing increasing
emphasis on student data, while continuing to main-
tain the data cores indicative of the condition of
educational institutions. Those data bases will be
streamlined to focus on data elethents closely related

to policy and program requirements,

a

Student Neéds, Characteristi
4 Backgrounds, and Outco .

The new program emphasis on ‘studexbn data and
the 1mpact of educational experiences on students
respond to persistent Federal concerns about match-
ing student needs and educational services, meeting
acceptable performance standards, and'movmg from
education te* work The follq)vmg projects reflecting
this emphasis are underway: > . ”

1

Bibpgual Education .
Design of Children’s Education Survey
Preprimary Enrollment of Children UndeFSi1x
National Assessment of Educational Progress
{NAEP) ’
National Longitudinal Study-
-Qharacteristics of Students 1n Noncollegiate

~r

“Postsecondary Education . cooperatively . funded by NCES and. the Natiopal
Tarmget Group Transition . . Institute of Education. . < /o
Target Group Participation 1n Postsecondary 6 K

Education Plans for FY 1978 - The reports to be prepared
Participation in Adult Education ’ are described under the Analysis Section. .
1§

o

"

4

d]

Bilingual Education

To provide®ate for 1ts own mandated reports to
the Congress and for those of th§ Commussioner of
Education, NCES is completing the final surveys in
1ts Bilingual Education Surve}'sfrogram. N

Institutions of Higher Education (IHE) - IHE Survey:
This survey will.provide information on the enrol}l
ment, graduates, curricular and
arrangemients of 300 institutions of higher education
which offer training 1n_a program to enable teachers
and instructional personnel to serve students of
limited English-speaking ability
. s
Survey of Teachers’ Language Skills - This survey 1s
providing national estimates of the. number of
elementary-secondary sch teachers, who are
-teaching or who have other
qualified to teach, children of lLiruted Englsh-
speaking ability.
Survey of Income and Education (SIE) - The SIE,
tompleted during FY 1976 by the Bureau of the
Cénsus, provided the names and addresses of the
schools attended by children ages 4-13 from :non-
English-language bggkgrounds. The Bureau of the
Census will seek written consent from a sub-sample of
parents of approximately 7,000 children for release
of their names and pernussion for NCES to acquire
“school record information. (This meets the provisions
of the Bureau of the Census confidentiality require-
ment and the requirements of the Fanuly Educational
< Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, as amended;
regarding the release of school records.) If sufficient
numbers of parents agree, school dats about these
children and the services they receive ¥ill be collected
along with comprehensive assessments of their
English-langhage proficiency. This project is

3

organjzaiional .

ignments.but who are *

”
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Design ofs C‘hildren’s Education Survey

The Chuldren’s Survey seeks a bg/c and recurrent
set of data on aspects of” children’s lives that affect
educational growth and development. The survey will
also provide a vehicle. for a more extensive set of
studies on Federal policy and program planning issues
.related, to children's education and social and

_econompc well-bemg Approximately 3 years will by

requu‘ed for planning and devgloping the scope of the
study, measures and instruments, sample design, and
survey costs. Consideration wtl] also be given to the
feasibility of including State €stimates, school record
data hinkages, child assessment and' achievement

_ measures, and specialized population and longitudinal

studies 1n rélated socal policy areas *

The study denving frobm this planning effort
should provide national estimates of the distribution
of a variety of education problems and handicaps
among school-age children and the association of the
problems and ®andicaps »ynth other educational,
social, family, and economic factors Together with
data on the serviees provided by schools and by

- private and government programs, the assessment of

inter-related needs of school-age children should be
useful .to the Congress, to the HEW, and to other
agencies at the Federal, State, and local levels 1n
planning and assessing the adequacy of educational
services Focusing at the policy and planmﬁg level of

_ analysis, the study wall tdentify and develop special

samples studies and supplements as required for
policy planning .

‘ + -

Actjvities in FY 1977 - A study to determune the
data gaps and the need for instrument review and
development has been completed. A supplement to a
national survey of childrep and parents was developed
cooggﬂhvely with a private foundation, to provide
base line estimdtes of population charactesistics and
the level. of agreement between parents and teachers
on thildren’s impairments and educational handicaps

Plans for FY 1978 - Further planning efforts will be
undertalgen to develop:a data plan for the study, to
examine the apprfopnate scope and magnitude of the
proposed study, and to determine the feasibility of
alternative data-collection methods. Rgcommenda-
tion on study feasibility, method, and scope will be
made. *

-

»

_ Preprimary Enrollment of Children Under Six .

NCES 1s monitoring the increasing Ppreprimary
enrollment in the United States through a contract
with the flireau of the Census to collect data through
1ts current population survey (CPS). The CPS data

4.

* co.umry,

’

0

generate regional and national. estimates of pre-
primary enrollment related to a number of soco-
economic factors, age of child, race; region of
public or pnvate school, metropolitan
status, fymuly income, occuggfion and education of
hous¢hold head. The educational community 1s
concerned with the growth of partiggpation in pre-
primary edugation, bécause it changes the entering
student - population and has programmatic implica-
tions which need to be examned
. .

-Activities in FY 1977-- The final report on the
October 1975 study 1s being prepared Planning ig
underway for the 1977 study

Plans for FY 1978 - The
" completed.

1977 study will be

.
. .,

National Assessment of Educational Progress

The Nationa) Assessment of Educational l}ogress
(NAEP) 1s an annual survey of the knowledge, skills,
understandings, and attitudes of selected groups 6f
young Americans It 1s the only national data base
penodically providing a comprehensive  and
systematic accounting of hational educational
achievement and. measure of whether sghqols are
,meeting the needs of a modern, technological society

4The project focuses on two main questions: (1) What
is the educational attainment of various population
groups 1n major school-srelated subjé€ct argas?/
(2) What are the  changes 1n attainment over time, 1f
any, 1n these areas? From its inception, the' National
Assessment has been construed as a means for
locating ;areas of unequal achievement similar 1n
concept to “pockets of unemployment’ and has been
providing achievement data for vanous disadvantaged
groups as well as for other groups In addition, NAEP
15 bemg adapted to provide data on mastery of basic
Iife skills.

NCES contracts with the Education Comission of
the States for the collection, analysis, and reporting
of the achievement of a*representative national
sample- of 4 age groups. 9-, 13-, and 17-year-olds,
and adults (aged 26-35). Results are_ summanzed
nationally for each age group by sex, race, geographic
region, size and type of commumty, and level of
parental education.

Baseline assessments have been ¢ompleted for

© science, wriffsg, citizenship, reading, literature, social
studies, music, mathematics, art, and career and.
occupational development\ Second assessments have
, been made 1n- smenée, writing, readiag, and citizen-
' ship/social studies. Sixty-seven reports on assessment
findmgs have been Rublished. Thirty-five States and
2 number of local education agenc‘nesfare using

i
H

b
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materials, procedures, and findings from the project
for the conduct of their own assessments.

- ‘«

Activities for FY 1977 - Reports are be(;ng pub@led
on. the changes in reading skills of 9-, 13- and 17-
year-olds from 1971 to 1975, the basic math skills
performance of 13- and 17-year-olds (conducted in
1975, the results of the first art assessment (1975);
additional results on the assessment of career and
occupational degclopment (1974) and changes 1n,
wnting performance from 1970 to 1974; and ipter-
pretation of redults on the second assessment of
atizenship/social studies performance (assessed .n
1976).

The third assessment of science and a special probe
n basic hife skills are being conducted. s

Matenals for the second assessment,of mai{\e-

e

matics an_d humamties (art, music, liferature) and the *

third assessment of wrnting as well as for a special
probe in consumerism-are being developed.

Plans for FY ‘1978 - The major reports to be
published whll address changes in citizenship/sociat
studies performance from 1970/1972 to 1976, trends
in science *achievement based on 3 assessments 1n
1970, 1973 andd 1977, results of the first compre-
hensive assessment of basic life skills, and an
interpretation of results on the third assessment of
science. . -
The second assessment of mathematics and a
special probe of writing mechanics will be conducted
for all 4 age groups Matenals for wnting (cycle™3)
and humanities (cygle 2) will be prepared, and

of the questionnaire ta 2l ,800 potential respondents,
Third followyp survey data will be collected, edited,

—~and developed into a usable computenzed data base

-

objectives and exercises for reading (cycle 3) and ~

career and occupatnonal development (cycle 2) will be
developed .

'

National Longitudinal Study

- The National Longitudinal Study of the High
School Class of 1972 1s in 1ts Sth year and third
followup of an investigation into the education, job
traming, and vocationgl histories of young people
vho graduated from high schogl in 1972. Through
the longitudinal design, outcdmes such as post-
secondary education, job experiences, career
or.nentatnon, and socioeconomic status are related to
famuly background, educational attainment, early job
experiences, aspirations, and attitudes. The study
provides - contmously updated data baSe to assist
decisionmakers 1n developmg legislation and programs
to help studentsrfuiml their educational objectives.

Activities in FY 1977 - The NLS, third followup
survey was mntiated 1in October 1976, with a mailing

pieparatory. to the initiation of analytical operations.

Plans for FY 1978 - The third followup survey data
will become available to the general public in the
form of computerized data tapes.

Preparation will be made for the fourth followup.
field test which 15 to take place in $978. The field
testing of approximatefy 900 high s‘chool graduates
of the class of 1971—-—the field test group since the
beginning of the project——will be conducted in

preparation for the fourth followup survey ‘of the .

high school class of 1972 1n 1979

- ¢

-

Characteristics of Students in Noncollegiate
Postsecondary Schools

NCES, for the first,time, 1s surveyinga sample of
students enrolled 1n noncollegiate postsecondary
schools to determme students’ peroeptnons of theyr
occupational traimng experiences.
will be denved from data on student and parental
educational background sex/racial/ethnic group,
mulitary status, work experience, past and current
occupational training experiences, reasons for
selecting the program, and career plans.

Activities in FY 1977 The survey
admunistered.

15 being

.

Plans for FY 1978 - The report will be completed.

)

’

Target Group Transition -

Evidence indicates that groups sgéh as the eco-
nomically deprived, women, and racial/ethnic minor-
ities are {ess likely to complete secondary school and
to pursue poéstsecondary education. Since retention
rate of target group members ﬂuctuates from one
school syﬁtem to another, questnons arise about
differende¥ in school systems which may account for
the different retention rates. This project 1s designed
to address that question by developmg national
estimates of. (a) the rates *of school dropout/
completion and postsecondary attendance for the
general population and for spccmc target groups,
(b) the degree of variability among school systems in
dropout rates and postsecondary attendance, (c) the
grouping of target and other students in different
curriculums or programs, and (d) the underlying
policies and practices associated with curriculums and
programs. The educational attainments of target
group and other student populations will then be

« .

-~

i
i

Student profiles .




related to school curnculums and prog@ms (and thelr ,

underlying pohcxes and prachces) NI

Activities t'or FY 1977 - A data plan 1n preparation
specifies the scope and magnitude of the study and
‘makes prelirunary determinations of instrumenta-.
tion, sampling, and other aspects of survey design
Because the present study departs from previous
inquiges of this nature, which focused ¢n the level ‘of
. resources schoolwide rather than on their organiza-

tion and how they affect specific students, a pi
study of sgcondary school system grouping
procedures and related practices 1s being developed
and 1mpiemented dunng the year. This pilot effort
. involves sclqo! observations, development of instru-
ments, and specafications of sample and survey

design

Potential users and uses, of the data are being

identified Concomutantly, actions are underway to .

establish a technical advisory commttee of repre-
3 sentatives  trom  associations ¢ erned with
secondary school policy and prtetf and a review
committee composed of HEW staff,
- X L
-~ Plaps for FY 1978 - NCES staff will analyz{the
results of the pilot study and modify survey design
specifications accordingly. Plgns for the large-scale
survey will be completed for implementation in
fiscal year 1979

e

.
- .

I ) Target Group Participation in Postsecondary
T .
- - Education

This study 1s desngn'ed to determine access and
persistence 1n postsecdndary educational institujions
to provide data on the éharactenstics of partici-
pants and nonparticipants
education It 1s the fust in a continuing senes

educationally ofiented current population surv
(CPS) of the Bureau of the Census In addition to

1Ssues .

)
*

“Mho atte

not”? Special attention -will be given to the
attendance of “target groups’ —« such as

ties, lower-income groups, and central-city
and rural residents

What are the attendance patterns with respect to
persistence, intermittence, droppmg out,
part-time or full-time? How.does attendance
vary by target group? How do persistence

women; racial, inguisitic, and ethnic minon--

‘

¢

In . postsecondary

of-\

target-group surveys and will utihize the existn%
€

»
postsecondary nstitutions? Who does”

B

‘. patterns vary by target group? How de.

.

ERI
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field of study and degree plans vary by,
* target group! HU@ do graduate and pro-
fessional enroHment Vary-by targe; group?

What actzvttxes occupy postsecondary enroliees? " R

Nonknroli@es" Are ‘target groups members
more 1solated from faculty? Therr fellaw
.. stuggnts? Do target group members In
~  mnonty-dominated institutions have more
leadership opportunities than in majonty-
dominated mst-rtutnons?/l? they receive .
-Job counseling or career ed ucation? -
What forms of financial aid are known and avail-
able and in what amount? How does finan-
ci1al aid vary by target group”’ )
are, the artitudes toward postsecondary
education of the general population? How
* do educational attitudes and ,2aspirations
_ daffer by target group”
. 22
The survey will” provnde a founda,tnon for a study -
series, repeatéd fn t every two years to provnde
data on major and qmergmg trends 1n postse dary
education at the individual level Selected que tions
will ‘be included on a one-time basis as warrantgd by
prevailing policy consideration

E

What'

»

’

Activities in"FY 1977 - Speafic activities underway
inciude a data plan which specifies the ‘scope and
magnitude of the study, desfgn of an instrument and
identification of data users. Members from Federal
agencies involved 1n postsecondary education are
reviewing, advising, and working closely with NCES
on the several-studies

Plans for FY 1978 - Arrange;qents will bé made with
the Bureau of the Census for including a supplement
n its October 1978 CPS. The data plan and final
{nstrumentation will be completed in 1978

v

Participation in Adult Education

demograpMic, enroliment and educational attainmen “ Through a Bureau of the Census household suryey .
data, the 1978 survey will focus on the foﬂe*radmlmstered tniennially siéy 1969, NCES monitors

and reports on adult participation in education during
the previous 12 months. Data are collected on the
#ypés of activities in which adults participated,

reasons for participating, degree of satisfaction with °

the activities, and basic demographic data such T
educational and occupational background, sex/age/
racial/ethnic group, and veteran status
R s

Activities in FY 1977 - A report of the 1975 survey
was published. . "

Plans for FY 1978 - The survey will be readmm
'xst,ered



' ~

. Concomita revision - and redesign of

- institutional- " NCES 15 developing a°
comprehgnsive- programPof gata collestion to supply a -
basic dore of mnstitutional data.compatible wmith data

° describing individuals. The data collection will be
conducted at several levels (institutjon, district, State)
and coordinated with information systems now being
developed. Basic institutional trend*data essential to,
users of educatrqn statistics will be-continued, but the”

o series 1s being rpviewed 1n order to ehmrnate data

=Clements that are of lower prionty, or are dfficult to.-

collect, or that need not be collected as frequently.
’The program activities are reported under the follow-
ng headrngs
F_

Elementary -Secondary Education

Postsecondary Educatron

Educatrozn Manpower}

Learning Resources

. . “

Elementary-Secondary Educatr’on
~-- tmplementatiqn of a major, restructured data-
collection program. 1n elementary-secondary
+ education will provide information from the universe
of school ‘districts on ra‘ce/ethmc enroliments,_
“finarices, and staff of all public and nonpublic
schoéls. The program will consist of a basic core of
- ,1nst1tutronal and particigant-data designed to address
. 1ssues affectrng government and education policy -and
-~ decision makers Data for the base are exgected to be
! obtained alm&t entirely’ from State education

v agencies without impbsing an additional bwden on. -

local schrool systems. Pro_]ects are described under the
following titles ) . .

" Common Core of Data (CCD
+ = Elementary-Secondary General Information
. v System (ELSEGIS) . )
- LEA Finance Survey
Nonpublic School Survey ~ g
Federdl Impact Aid on Lle School Systems -

Co'nﬂnon Core of Dm (ccp)

+

-

. (‘—-/ ‘A census of IOCa school smems, mtermedrate
ducational agencies, amtm§tate-education agencies

. 1sweing planned for full-scale’ implementation during
¢ the school year 1977-78. TRis project, designed to
{ ultimately replace the present elemehtary-secondary

AR general mt‘ormagron system’ (ELSEGIS), will provide
information from the universe of school districts on

¢ Tace, enrollments, staff finances, and fadlﬁ.fes of all

B | ¢

public and nonpublic schools. Development 6! the _

data base design has almost' been completed. A
.current feasibility study will (1) identify data. gaps
" between survey forms proposed for CCD I and
reports. the States already require from therr L
and (2) assess the comparability betweep, CCD 1 and
SEA terms and defimtions.*

A

Activities in FY 1977 - The data base désign is being
completed an% 1eld tested to determune its feasibility
Qd estimates of implementation cost. Automatit
ta processing’ requirements for developing and
managing the data base are also being, dscertained.
IntérageMy discussions among NCES, the Equal
Employment Opportunrty Commission,
for Civil Rights, and the Bureau of the Census are
identifying data needs and determining which data
needs can be rncorporated nto CCD - -

Plans for FY 1978 - Agreements will be negotiated
wrth ‘the State education agencies to produce data for
local, intermediate, and State agencies. Agsistance will

- be provided to State edycation agencies to develop

efficient systems to extract;}jomprle, and transmit

data needed for the elementa -secondmiaore.
Lo {

Elementary-Secondlry General Information Synem
* (ELSEGIS)‘ »

ELSEGIS, initiated in 1969 and conducted
annually, has beett the primary instrument for acqui
smon and dissemination of basic data on public
elementary 4nd secondary education in the United
States.and outlying areas: ELSEGIS acquires data

and facilities 1n. public elemientary and secondary
.education., Data are obtained mainly through cost-
sharing confracts with State education agencies which
actually carry ouE the data acquisition, editing, and |
preparation. Most.data are obtaindd from the State
agemies, but in somg States (at their option) NCES
collects the data directly from the school systems and
schools. Statistics collected by the Bureay of the
Census and the Equal Employment Opportunity:

. Commission are also used in the ELSEGIS data base, .

The ELSEGIS system will. be mamtamed until data
contmurty under the common core of data (CCD I
is assured. - . .

Activities in. FY 1977 - Data.on numt' of’ school
districts, sc s, pupils and: staff employed during
the 1976-7 hool year are beihg cdllected. The
followrng repés are be grssued" B =, .

Revenues apd Expendrtures for Pubhc School
Purposes 1976

the Office .-

B

~

aggregated at the State level on pupils, staff, finances, ==

L]



.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

.

. survey

Statistics of State School Systems, 1974

Bond Sales, 1976

Statistics of Public Elementary and Secondary
Day Schools, Fall 1976"

Education Directory. Pubhc School Systems
1976-77 °

Education Directory: State Edumtnon Agency .
Personnel, 1976-77

-

Plans for FY 1978 - Simular data will‘be collectéd for

the 1977-78 school year and @ set of publicatipns _

simular to those listed for FY 1977 will be published

*

«*  LEA Finance Survey.

-~ N -

The annual survey of local publie schqol systems 1s
conducted jointly by NCES and the Governments
Division of the Bureau of the Census [t provides data
on receipts by source (including the distribution of

Federdl funds by major programs), and on expendi-

“tures by purpose Data are collected by the Bureau of
the Census on a report form developed jointly by the

two agencies For most years, ¢ata are collected from
a sample of approximately 6,100 local public school
systems, for the census of governments year,
FY 1977, coverage will be 100 percent. It 15 antic1-
pated that the common gore of data will replace the

»
.

’

Activities in FY 1977 - Datd for fiscal years 1974 and
1975 have been put into the EDSTAT system A
preliminary report contaiming summary data for
FY 1975,1s beng prepared n ad‘dmon to a compre-

,hensave report based on data for FY 1974 and

- FY 1,975 Data for FY 1976 are being coflected.

EDSTAT One or more publications based on these
data will be fBleased. The data for FY 1977 will be

Plans for FY 1978 - This survey.will be implemented
for the 1977-78 school Year

\J

‘ Fedcral Impact Aid on Local School Syttems
The Congress expressed mterest mn"a study of
impact aid including an, analysis of the economic
uppact &f the Federal presence on LEAs that receive
impact (SAFA) aid. NCES prepared two reports on

- impact aid that were transmitted in August 1975,

‘Subseqﬁently, NCES contracted for the design of
an econometric model to provide estimates of the
economic 1mpact. A description of the model was
sent to the chairmen of the cogmzant committees
for therr consideration NCES plans to conduct this
study if the Congress still wishes NCES to do so

Postsecondary Education

NCES maintains a basic set-of statistics on the
drver,se institutions providing’ * postsecondary
e(:}ucatnon At the present time, the institutional data
series for postsecondary, education are being
examined so-that data needs can be balanced by
requirements to reduce respéndent burden. Con-
certed efforts will be made to reduce the length of
survey forms, to use sampling and to decrease the -
frequency of selectea_ surveys where appropriate
Future plans call for the development of a core’

_design for postsecondary education. The, projects

collected by the Bureau of the Census from all LEAs

in the.U.S. .

\

Nonpublic School Survey '

Lnttle 15 known about nonpubhc schools in the
United States, wheggh enroll an estimated 10 percent
of the elementary-secondary school population
NCES plans a recuring suryey pof m‘ls important
sector of the elementary-secomlary educational
system This survey will gather census data on enroll-
ments, staff, revenues, and expenditures

‘Activities in FY 1977 - Data are being collected and

processed. The report will be available by the end of

the fiscal year. Plans are being formulated to update ' education groups, such as

the data base for the 1977-78 schogl year.

-
~

described under the follow;{mg
.

for 1977 and 1978 a
headings s

[ »

ostsecondary Data Core Design

_Plans for FY 1978 - Data for FY 1976 willbe puton | iederal Component of the State Level’

Infortation Base
Higheér Education General.lnformapon Swrvey

(HEGIS)
Noncollegiate Postsecondary Education
Adult Education Surveys -

Vocational Education Data System

-
.

Postsecondary Data Core Design

t

The design of a postsecondary common core will
provide an orderly specification of data elements that
are needed on a recurrent basis, with identification of
the quantification, deﬁmtr'&n and likely aggregations

_and cross-tabulations of elements. The first steps in

»

designing the common core of postsecondary data
require interaction, o}, repreggntative “postsecondary
¢ postsecondary educa-

tion policy cormmittee . on information; the



3
participant states groyp involved In the State-level
information base project, ™& Federal agendy com-
mittee on State statistics, and the NCES review

workgroup, for the higher education general informa-~

tion survey

.

N
Activities in FY 1977 - A conference 1s planned,
involving adminmistrators, advisors, and consultants,
of the various groups cited above The conference 1s
to be held at the same time as the meetings planned
* and conducted .by NCES and the National Center for
Higher Education Management Systems oh-the State
level information base project and with the State

Higher Education Executive® Officers on the post-.

segondary education network project Representa-
tives of the latter groups are participating 1n
discussions on developing a core design Major input
for the conference will be the report of the HEW
Secretary’s interagency task force on the higher
education reporting burden .

-

Plans for 1978 - The major focus will be on continued
progress toward coordinatien of State and Federal
reports to reduce redundancy and to increase time-
liness and quality of report data and on the develop-
ment of steps toward design of a data core

-

o

Federal Comaonept gf the State-Level Information
. . Base
t
The National Center for Higher Education Manage-
ment Systems (NCHEMS), with the support of the
+ W K Kellogg Foundation, imitiated the development
N of the State-level information base (SLIB) project in
1975 SLIB 1s to provide data for making planning
and management decisions about postsecondary
education at the State level The testing of SLIB in
five States has been a majar activity™ In 1976, NCES
contracted with NCHEMS to include collection of
» data about educat®nal outcomes and adult/
' continuing education, tést the project in two addi-
tional States, and test SLIB at the Federal level
After testing and refining SLIB, a series of training
seminars on the uses of SLIB will be held for officials
from the other Slates N

:

# Activities in FY 1977 - An assessment of Federal level

data needs for postsecondary education planning 1s'

being conducted, plans for the expansion of pilot
testing afuthe State level are being developed, and
training seminars are being designed.

¢ 4 N . . . . .
Plagfs. for” F¥ 1978 - Définitional _inconsistencies
een State and Federal, data systems wilf’ be
. 1dentified and attempts made tp resolve these Incon-

- -

.
- . - B

ﬂ “ ) - . 12
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sistencies, SLIB will be tested in two additjonal
States, data colle relating to educational out-
comes and to ult/continuing education will be
added to SLIB- package seminars_on the use of
SLIB w il be conducted, and Jecommendations will
be made to NCES regarding chaﬁges Jmr data

needed to facilitate mtegratlbn of State

collectio
and P¥€dera] data collection.

Higher Education General Information Survey
- (HEGIS)

’

“ The higher education” general information survey

(HEGS) collects and digseminates data on the
Nation’s colleges and universities, including “com-
munity and .other 2-year colleges Annual surveys

yacquire basic information on the numbers of students

.

A

’

)

and selected«charactenistics of institutions, stugents,
staff, fihancial structure, and operations Recurrent
data are also collected on libraries, physical facilities,
and other educational activities that are not neces-
sarily at a collegiate leve! All public and mdep‘gndent
institutions of higher education in the United States,
ag defined 1n the Education Directory - Colleges and
jmversmes( are surveyed The governments dn 44
States and the District of Columbia actively
cooperate. with NCES 1n the HEGIS data collection
In the other six States, NCES deals directly with
institutions ~

HEGIS data are used by States higher’ education
associations, policy-research agencies, and by, .the
institutions themselves for planwg, development,
and administration.

A mdjor planning activity for the future of HEGIS )

1s 1n process. An NCES staff workgxgup 1S conducting
an extensive review of HEGIS actlvmes and making
recommendations concerning survey coverage and
periodicity,

Activities in FY 1977 - The 1976—77 HEGIS (HEGIS
Xl) includes surveys of: mstltutlomﬂ charactenistics,
" earned degrees," fall enrollment, upper division and
postbaccalaureate enrollment by degree field,
finances, libraries, and facul'ty and administrator
salaries and fringe benefits Also included 1s a
national sample survey of 479 institutions to obt*
information on non- credlt contmum& educatl
program offermgs

For the first -time, racialfethnic-data have been

.

added to the HEGIS XI surveys bf earned degrees.

and falllenroliment, thus incorporating data needs
of the Ofﬁce for Civil Rights and providing a more
comp‘l'ete .base of useful .information for analysis
and management s .

Plans for FY 1978 - Plans for HEGISy XII will be
completed

v

"

S

e,

'




Noncollegiate Postseco, Educltioq

e

. .
In recent years, increasing attentioh has-been
focused on noncollegiate postsecondary schools. The

career traimng provided by these mstnt’utlons is ]

recognized as an important national 4sset and ‘the
production of skilled workers by these schoels 1s
important 1n determining la'Eor,w supply-demrand

_ratios Early in the 1970’s NCES began a s¢ries of

surveys to learp more about “nohcollegitate: post-

secondary schfols, their occupational program
‘offerings, and their students. NCES willSurvey 1n
1998 approximately 9,000 noncollegiate post-

secondary schools which will proﬁde'the information
for a directory of noncollegiate postsecondary
schools and a report on enrollments and programs in
fhe schools Data collected will include enrollments
and programs by dield, duration, staff, and fees
Enrollment data include sex, full and part-tnme status,
and completers and leavers »
¢

Activities in FY 1977 - The Directory of Post

- secondary  Schools with ()ccugm(.mal Programs,

€

ER
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1975-76 has been pubhshﬁd The report on the
1975 16 programs and enrollments w1ll be pubhbshed
by the end of the fiscal year

Plans for FY 1978 - The survéy for the 1977-78 pro-
grams and enroliments will be conducted

Adult Education Surveys 5

NCES periodically surveys ingtitutions and schools
to determine the extent of program offerings for
adults. Di{ are also collected on enrollment, staff,
and fees “Recent surveys have been adrmmstered to
colleges and universities, correspondence schools, and

to the States ~

Activities in FY-1977 - Information from a survey of
educational programs {or adults in colléges and um-
versities, 1975-76, 1s belng processed and analytical
tables are being developed A report.s being com-
pleteq on programs offered by correspondence
schools. -~ R

‘
3

Plans: for FY 1978 - -The report on the '1975-76
college “and university survey will be completed. A
compilation of 1977 State reports on adult basic
edueation will also be completed

tional Education Data System , * -

[

The Educat®®n Amendments of <1996 requtire that

NCES develdp a data infowmation system on enroll-

:
N a

ments, programs, staff, facilities, and expenditures
for “vocational education activities Once imple-
mented, the system will be updated as required

Act?vities in FY 1977 - The basic system will be
designed cooperatiVely wAth concerned national and
State leaders of voerdfional egducation Training
sessions will be ¢bnducted to prepare the States for
the reporting ’

Plans for FY 1978 - The system will be 1n gperation
for the first year. Refinements will be introduced and

" additional instructions provided

Education Manpower *~

Training, work situation, and job markets for
teachers are all undergoing major changes The
. Education Amendments of 1976 mandate NCES t6
conduct recurring surveys on supply of and demand
for educational personnel In fiscal years 1977 and
1978, the NCES program -will begln a sustamned
effort to supply data for monitoring trends A
series of studiesis required before supply and demand
can be measured

NCES currently has underway studies to provndp
some of the data needed' on teacher supply The
studies of preservice education and recent college
graduates will provide part of the information needed
for teacher supply In addition, NCES plans in fiscal
year 1978 to conduct a study of the reserve supply
of teachers to fill a long-standing need for ifgrma-
tgn on the current size of the reserve pool Natienal
data on the demand for education personnel by
teaching field do not exist and studies will be
-designed to-provide thys information Steps are being
taken 1n fiscal year 1977 leading to a recurning survey
design to be 1mplemented m fiscal years 1978 and
1979 . ’
" Three studies of teacher collective bargaimng are
In prqcess on the numbers of teacher collective-
Yargaining agreements,.teacher work stoppages, and
development of a _teacher collective-bargaining
information system. i

NCES’ activities inojude the following surveys.

1

Recent Colleée Graduates and Additions to
Teacher Supply
Reserve Supply of Tea%hers
Teacher Demand
Preservice Preparation of Teachers
" Inservice Teacher Education 1
Teacher Collective Bargamm/

. _ 4 -
. Recent College Graduates and Additions to
’ Teacher Supply

Thus 15 a recurning survey of the employment and



education experience of recent college graduates, Highlights - National Survey of the Preservlce_

. with special emphasis on additions to the supply of %arauon of Teachers* ‘ .
teachers,‘The study will-focus on the’number of Baseline Data on Teacher Supply '.‘D
recent graduates added to the teacher supply and Perspectives on Preservice Programs
their area of specialization, such as special education, Costs and Financing. Including F_ederal Aid
vocationl education, social sciences, etc . -

Activities in FY 1977 - Data collection of 1974-75 Inservice Teather Education

gradudtes 1s complete Results will be avallable fn » o .

spring [977 - S . , s The current surplus of teachers and the accom-
' N panying rudumon of the teacher turnover raje have

Plans for FY 1978 - Developmental work will begin prompted a renewed interest in staff development '
tor a-similar surgey of 1976-77 graduates to be progta\ms NCES and Teacher Corps conducted a )
1

~surveved in spring 1978 ) L, study ot inservice education to explore the praulces
i ' : ‘ and problems in inservice teacher education The
s . , major tasks were >(1) a reyiew ot currerit literature, l‘
, Reserve Sq.pply of Teachers (2) the wrniing of position papers on contemporary -
1ssues, (3) an analysis of user needs based on tnter-
~ A lurgely unexplored taétor 1n assessing teacher views with potential users of the data =
supply 15 the reserve pool' A pattonal sample of % s L

quahitied teachers who have taught but are no longer i
teaching or have never taught will be contacted ta Actwvitiesin FY 1977 - Reports will be 1ssued
assess their numbers, characteristics, and the likeh- .

- N

hood ot reenternigg the teaching job market . - .
a -
. ’ Teacher Collective Bargaming 1
‘Activities in FY 1977 - Developmental work 15 under- *
wdy tor 4 nationdi household survey . - . .
Teacher unions and reaihsr collective bargammg
" Plarts for FY 1978 - Data LO”EC“O“ and analysis v} have become familiar fe of the educational
be carned out . scene In many parts of the country Although 1t 1s )
not wrdely recognized, currently the number of ..
o work days lost because of work stoppages 1s higher
_ Teacher Demand ¢ m the fie)d of #ducation than in any otherjccupatron\
' 4n the publi¢ sector .
Data on demand for teachers by teaching field has L.
been a vital mussing element in efforts to model ~ ACtivities in FY 1977 - NCES 15 working with the .
supply/demdnd A national samgle of newly hired Burea of ‘the Census through its annual survey of S
pubhc school teachers willsbe surveyed to determine gove;nm;nt employment to insure that adequate an(:
the tields that needéd teachers in the fall of 1976 . timely data on the status and charactenstics o
teacher collective-bargaining agreements are available
Actrvities in FY 1977 - Data arc being collected. ~ These data should be avarlayf(r dnalysis by fall_
. . - 1977 In adfition, NCES 1§ sponsoring work on
, Plana for FY l978-;Data analysis and report pre para- -development of a fyodel teacher collective bargaining
110:‘“”1] be conducted . information system for use by all parties engaged in
N collective bargaining and negotiations aj the local
., level While data, to implement the information
Preservice P:eparation of Teachers system at the,focal level must be assembled by the

. interdsted parties, NCES will proﬂde the model to
facilitate use df the data,

»

Data were collected from'a national sample of
faculty: students, and admunistrators in teacher-
tratning institut:omin the spring of 1976 to provrde
comprehensive informatidn on the condition of and

Learning Resources L ] /
Lh’anges in preservlce teacher preparatron /_ .

Libraries, media centers, and educational tech-

Activities in FY 1977 - Data analysis will be com-  NOlogy are major resources’ designed to facilitate
pleted by the end of the fiscal year A series of learning and acquisition of knowledge

reports will ba prepared and disseminated on key . Projects include : : \
topics including ' Library General Information Survey

\

3
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Ecb’.euloml Btoadcutmg Public Telcvinon

Educational Broadcasting ’ . a ~
Use of Television ard Other Technology and Radio’ — -
~ the Public Schools )
m‘ - . . Since l§70 N\!S‘"hnd‘the Corporation for Public
. / i Broadcastytg (CPB) ‘have cosponsored ‘a data-
Library G°“°“an°m““°n Survey N collection program pertaining to public television and
LT ragio ‘ Information collected from .the jointly
The Federal Gove\rnment has collested and < sponsored NCES/CPB project obtains basic ata from
repoxed statistics on public-hibraries and academic - nongommeraial b-roadcasung stations on ﬁnances
hibra for nearly 110 years, and for school libranies/ staffing® scheduling, production, broadcasung, and . '™
media centers for about half that time -From the rmd- proghesming foran entire fiscal year of statibn and
1960’s 16 md-1970's, 4NCES cdnducted separate - hecensee operation Currently, NCES “and CPB are
surveys for elementary and Secondary school ibranes, cooperating oR a FY 1976 survey of public telewision,,
cotlgge and umversnty 'hbrarres and public lnbranes nd radﬂ - . .
In the early, 19720's. NCES made a number of p pre- ] ‘
 bmunary studies to provde g foundation for 61 "yciiviies 'm'FY 1977 - Final repdfts from the 1976 .
ducting a senes of systematic susveys of all t§pes of surveys are being f)repared on public televisron, CPB-
‘Mbraties  throughout the Un}(ed States - The . qualhfied radio stations and on the status of public
plylmunary studies established ‘the feasibility of using broadcasting -
a core vocabulary (1dentical terms and concepts) for . - ~ .
all hbranes ‘and produced a workable set of . L/ « i'
cooperauve arrangements with Staxe agencies for Use of Telgvision anid Other Technology in the
coUectmg and Jpre-editing data. Public Schools
* The Lbrary general mermauon survey (LIBGIS), - » ‘
'was mtiated 1n fiscal year 4974 LIBGIS l collected NCES-and.CPB are cosponsoring a study to obtain -
data on public libraries} public school hbranes/medna nformaton about the ava;iabflnty and uttization of
centets, and c;o\ ge and university libraties. LIBGIS television and other communicatsons technology 1n
-11 supveyed colleglland umversity libraries, State and public elementary and secondary schools. Figdings
specia) hbrarfes n State governmgnts ‘"?d . 'wul be used by the Division of Educational Tech- *
conrmer¢e and industry. Data in each of the surveys nology in the Office of Education and by CPB to
included 1'nformauqn on print and nonprint materiais, . assess the support and development fequired to
exﬁendntuigs, st,afﬁgg, physical Jacilities, service bwld and. maintain educational public televmon as
dctivities, and hours of seernc¢s - ‘mandated by ' the Commumnications Act of 1934 )
: . Ttle_III, “as "amended, Part {I, Grants for Non-
Ac ivities in FY.1977. Prehmmary reports of LlBGlS oommencal Educational Broadeéstmg Faalties
urvt.ys are”being prepared The survey of lxbrary CPB,. The study alsd’ provides information fo;
°°°pe'at"'°s consortia  and networks 1s ‘bemng * jetermining the nature and scope of new televisiom\_ °
designed and the universe-defined. Llel‘S’lll 15 programing, authorized utfer Title 11l ESAA
und'erway and 1ncludes the survey of college and Section 7“” - ! ! ’ !
umiversity lhibranes, the public Rbrary sufvey, and . ¢
the survey of special libraties in the Federal govern- . \ .
ment. . Activities in FY 1977 - The survey is being designed, °
) developed, and conducted ,
Plans for 1978 - LIBGIS IV will be operational and ’
plans for LIBGIS V will be completed. Plans for FY 1978 - The final report will be prew *
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' . NCES Activities: Estimated Costs fgr Fiscal Years 1977 and 1978 i’
o ) . ‘1977 © 1978 '
 Budget line items, : X Estimate . . < Estimate
& — . R .
_ . [
. A Statistical Setvices . *$ 3,918,000 ° $ 6,102,000
. . )
I Assistance . 'j’Fr.OOO 2,040,000
' 4 . : 0 . N
. 2 Analysis _ 1,193,000 , . 1,900,000
,_, 3 Dissemunation e 1,758,000 . . 2,162,000
- . - B Education Statistice 8,082,000 9,838,000
) Total KR $12,000,00Q $15,940,000
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